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( I '~  Record o f  Recent Destruction and ?resent ~ h r e a t )  

Waterford City though possessing m a n y  f ine and varied b u i l d i w  and 
nonuments, has yet over recent centuries continually suZfered eexious 2sseea. 
The des+kction of the Old C h r i s t  Church Cathedrel, the p 8 - t   tone merahmtBe 
houses of the 16th and 17th centuries, and of the 016 Jams3 G W o n  Courtiwwe in 
Patrlck St ree t ,  stand out  ymticular ly.  Nevertheless, all were succeeded 5y 
buildings which, i f  no t  equal i n  value or  i n t e r e s t  t o  tfre l o s t ,  were yet of the 
highest quality. The old Cathedral was  succcccied by John RobwLs1 great 
masterpiece, probably the f i n e s t  18th cen-Lury e c c l e s i ~ r s t i c a l  edifice i n  Ireland; 
the old mansions by the splendom of the t o m  houses of Georgian Waterford with 
the i r  f ine but l i t t l e  known or apprecieted decorative plasterwork; and the old 
courthouse by Sir Richard Morrisants jvpressive bui ld ing i n  the Bask. 

I 

I The last 15 to  20 yea r  period has continued t o  he one of dastxruction but 
with the very inportant d is t inc t ion  that very l i t t l e  likely t o  be considered 
enduringly worthy has been created i n  compensation, par t icular ly i n  the City 
Centre. Destroy but co t  rebuild has been the genere1 trend, and where 
rebuilding has taken plece i t  has usually been alien t o  the general character 
of the c i t y  and impoverished i n  inspiration. The prospect f o r  the future shows 
no improvement f o r  there are  now nore important bulldings a t  present under 
immediate threat,  o r  with an uncertain future tima have been destroyed over 
i"e,~gpt yeaTs . 

Though only one of the losses which has occurred in the mt 15 t a  20 years 
could be described as o f  ou t s t and ing  o r  national iaportance, ( the in t e r io r  o f  
St.Ola.ff s church), the whole l i s t  when put together gives a p$$ture which i s  
quite alarming. 

The most important loss& (illmt,sated here) were: 

St .  ~110mas1 church ( f ig . l )  
Excluding the ratber  doub t fd  claims f o r  the West gable and doorway o f  
S t ,  Olafia this was the oldest chwcpi remnant i n  the City. 1t .s  h i s t o r y  bas 
been a subject of confusion, brit thc Chancel arch which was the only surviving 
featme was of undoubted 12th w n t m y ,  and probably ear ly  Anglo-Norman dr?te. 
It was  round arched with simple mouldings and bulbous capi ta ls .  As the stones 
have been destroyed i t  i s  irngossible t o  coment 'upsfl i t  more precisely. I n  
addition the tombstones of the surrounding graveyard were also d e 3 t ~ y e d  with  
the i r  inscr ipt ions l e f t  unrecorded, 

T h i r j  wreckage w a s  done i n  1967 by the owners of  the s i t e ,  as what can 
only be called an a c t  of vmdalisn. It is alnost d i f f i c u l t  t o  believe that  
such losses  c m  still happen i n  this supposedly enlightened age as only the 
moat mean cdcu la t ion  could hzve coveted the smll space of ground which the 
m . i ~  occupied. For about 10 years nothing was done with the bulldozed s i t e  
u x t i l  i t  was sold and now serves as a public car @Irko 



S t a n d l r g  on a V i k i n g  site and i n m r p o r c t i n g  zncient  remains in i t a  south and 
n e s t  ml'L13, this chmch is s rebuilding or 1733-'4 , by m unknown wchitect under 
t ; ~  direotion of Bishop Kil las .  The B i a h p  was a noted High Church figure of h i s  
t h e  w:m W l L  many other churcbefs i n  the Diocese including St.Patricka i n  the 
C i t y ,  now hamily ssrvlne tk hesbyter$an and Mefhcdist ~ ~ ~ ~ u u i t ~ a a  m d  emed 
6- the f a t e  of S_tGIs$! * .  s, , . . , , , ._. . - _ 6 . * - -  :1 !> * , * *  ,. ,tu .*tM'+y~T e m t  -,/p .. '.,,,. 

. 3% ~ip.olaf! 8, with " & &&n "d&rh$~~ &!id" d l y  fur a 
' 

by far- the &salad.e~%. With the e~o&t i an  of its gln$%ng it swvived unMtemTi &I& 
rn n @eaf rarity o$ its, perioa i3n Irelarrd, Sadly th$'Chu.rcb of 1relayl;d 'W 4 

neither the numbers nor t A y  resources t o  nminkafn 3.3, so that; arfter a number 09 
years o f  dt i3~8e  and decay i t s  i n t e r i o r   ha^ been aystem&tfo&lly d&-t'Led.- Btwli 
of the dea tmc t iob  waa carried au-t throughout Etxsaperin Archited%&J, Eeiii!@gp -T&- 
1975, m d  st i l l  continuw. Wo @gnificwt cme o r  protest f r o m  say l m a l l ~ +  
a~tional body him been heard. The b e m t i ~ u l l y  detailed western ghllery screen hab 
alron&y been removed and mkil.~%ted and along with it the 18th century or- wlth 
it8 f inc  carved case, the m b l e  bapti-1 font, the black an8 w M t e  marble aisle 
pwing, the  p&lastered box pews, the rare or ig ina l  cornunion r a i l  with the  steps 
about it, the  m b l e  Lopped cornunion table with  the  parquet f l o o r  bencath i t ,  the 
b r a s a  charrjleliers ruId some of the wall pmeLlint;' have a l l  been removed and 
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  u~leuitable locat ions .  The nagnificent  three  decker p u l p i t  end 
cznopied Bishopam ? b a n e  yet remain, i n  a neglected s tn tc  with carvings a w e d ,  
intended to be housed eventually i n  the restorcd Cathedral .  

Iha henking up o f  S t . O l a f ' s  should of course never hcve been permitted t o  
ocm,ref'lec-lJng b o t h  the  hopeless inadequacy of p l ann ing  legislation m d  the 
shlxne~l Laok of l o c r l  coilcem over n ohurch of such very great importance. When 
211 thc  f i t t i n g s  hcve been rsmoved it w-ill. be a desolcte m e c k  with only the 
o rna te  p i l m t e r s  and s c r o l l  pdiment o f  thc reredos  and t h e  remains of the west 
gallery l e f t .  

Situated i n  the hear t  of the ancient Viking settlement an8 dominated by the 
great Church of Imlmd Cathedral, the Squcre and the  s t r e e t s  immediately around 
it form the most fnt-westing a n d d i e t i n c t i v e  streetscclpes i n  the City.  Until 
recent years it  wm an unblerdshed harmony of 18th century building's all f t t t i u g  
i n  wi th  and enhancing each other.  

Two d i ~ o ~ ~ t ~ 0 I . m  d e m o l i t i o n s  hive now teken placs. The m o m  $e%ioui was that 
of the  handsome l a t e  18th cezahry house, No.12, on the  Colbeck S t r e e t  c o h e r ,  
v i t h  Pte f5ae stone doorowe and sidewing, ( f i6 ' .4 ) .  Serving i n  i t s  time as sr 
C r i m e a n  Wax hospital m d  letsr ss the Bishop Foy Girlaf School, it m s  
demolished a f t e r  a period of shameful neglect i n  1974, along with the  ent ire  
mrth s ide  o$ Colbeak Street .  The most undesirable views frm the Square me 
m w  exposed and i k s  whole enclosure destroyed. The replrceacnt  proposed and f o r  
W c h  Plaruring Permission wrzs grented ( i .c .  the two large office blocks de~igned 
t o  f i l l  the s i t e s  a t  both s ides  of the  Bishops palace) i s  now tbmkfu1.ly unlikely 
t g  be constructed.  

The other loss, that of tho m i d  10th century house on the H ~ s i e t t a  S t ree t  
corncr,IVo.34 Peter S t r e e t  (fig.3) has apoiled the nor th  s ide of the 3qume. It 
lxs bein raplaced by a n  umuthorised, low, crudely f inLshed, c o r r u g ~ t e d  i r o n  roofed 
shed which the planning authorities will hopefully loae no time in removing. 



" I S  8 "" mTj$&, -- [,l;! {p,,,,],! 



Along with theae deaol i t ions  there  have been other  losses.  In the  mid 60 's  
the old Deanery lost its floe stone doorccsc m d  railings , greatly iapoverishing 
t h a t  ~ t e c t i o n  of the Square, The ra i l inged  carr iage meep of tho Bishop's Palace 
with its flanking r u s t i c a t e d  gateways, was mutilated i n  1974 and unadvisedly 
destroyed i n  1977, with the  coupletion of  the  r e s to r a t i on  work on the b u i l d i q .  
In addi t ion one of the liouscs on the nor th  side suffered the  inser t ion of a 
tna t e l e s s  new doorway. 

If there  kod been proper plsnning l e & i s l n t i o n  Cathedral Square ahould have 
bean made a complete conservation s e n ,  but naw i t s  u l i t y  m d  enclosure have been 
destroyed, probably irrevocably. 

MASON SCHOOL, LADY W ( fig. 51 

A b o u t ~ f u l l y  de tn i%$%eorg ian  gem, *is s c m o l  rcs founded i n  1740 by 
Susannah Mason, daughter and heiress of S i r  J o h n  %&son, f o r  34 poor dr ls ,  thus 
making it one of the f i r s t  13;irls schgola i n  the  country. H e r  f i n e  tomb, by 
Van Nast, m y  be secn in C h r i s t  Church. The b u i l d i r q  was of four  bays, with 
limestone daor and window surrounds, quoins 2nd cornices. In the  centre  was a 
pediment containing the  Mason emas swrounded by fes toons  2nd the  insc r ip t ion :  
Vie taa  hTamniana MDCCXL". 

The building ended i t s  career  as a ?awn off ice  m d  then suffered the u s w l  
period of  disuse ond abwe before denol i t ion,  which took place despi te  the effor ts  
of  the Georgian Society t o  scve it. The s i t e  i s  now occupied by a l i t t l e -used  
pr iva te  car par?.:. 

ADELPHI TERRACE ( f i t . .6 )  

Called a f t e r  the  k d m  Brothers1 Adelphi i n  London, this impressive t e r race  of 
th ree  houses was b u i l t  i n  the l a t e  18 th  century, by -the brothers 3-1 md 
William Penrose. They were of high qua l i t y  r e d  brick w i t h  good doorways and 
interior decorative plnsterwork. The centre housc contained n p a r t i c u l r r l y  fine;: 
s tn i r ce se  with m elaborate  p l a s t e r  vaulted ce i l i n~ , suppor t ed  by slender pilasters, 
It  woa similm t o  one which still f o r t u m t e l y  survives i n  the only remaining great 
house of  New St r ee t ,  the St.Jokmts Church Prcabytery. 

The s i t a  is  now leve l led  and appmently l i t t l e  used. 

WOR SUIIOV MILVJAY S Q U ~ ~  (fic.7) I 

Serving t he  Trmore Railway this attractive s t a t i o n  wm built mound 1853 by 
an unknown arch i tec t  working under the d i r ec t i on  of the contractor,Will ian Daxgen, 
the ''Railway K i n g "  of the period. It wcs of red br ick with limestone dressings 
and similar in type t o  other  s t a t i ons  i n  the 30~1th and eas t .  The s t y l e  was Q 
hybrid one wi th  Elizabethmi chinneys,door nnd window surrounds and with V/illim 
and Mary s t y l e  curvilinear gables. 

With the l m e n t a b l c  closure o f  the  milway it suffered a long period of 
diause before demolition. The s i t e  is now occupied by n Emage and c a r  pmko 
Fortunately its s m l l e r  tmln i n  Tramore survived i n  worthy care. 
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The lcst 15  t o  20 ye- period hcs above cll aeen a dramctfc de te r io ra t ion  i n  
the whole qua l i ty  cnd chmccter  of thc Centre Oi ty  shoppin& xrea,nostt s trongly 
evidenced by the dest ruct ion of q y  of  the best  shopfronts, The quzl i ty  of whzt 
has generclly replcced thea is too obvimsly awful t o  need nuch coment  - the 
l u r i d  tF l e s , a lun in im  window francs,hideoua colour schemes m d  the plcstic l e t t e r s  
e.nd signs each vying with the other  i n  vu l@ri ty  and brcsh ostentat ion.  I n  sone 
cases these @riah s i p  invcde whole f accdes  destroying fenes t rn t ion  lines a d  I stree$ proportions, R e ~ d e r s  w i l l  be i qed i a t e l i y  fnnilics wLth t h e  w o r s t  exmples. 

If such creations are r e a l l y  needed t o  a l l u r e  and b a i t  the  irwloccnt shopper 
then the s t a t e  we have cone t o  is a sor ry  one. The end r e s u l t  can only be zn 
alnost continuous ribbon o f  bad tcstc gone wild,an~nynous i n  c k r a c t e r  and leaving I 7cterford  no d i f f e r en t  f ran  m y  other  town o r  c i t y  i n  the E u r o - h e r i c a n  c o m e r c i ~ l  
world. 

I ~ U ~ I J I I ~ ~ G S  UNDER I~YILZEDIATE !CHIQ,AT 

I 
Among the important buildings whose future is at present under threat two 

stand out far above the rest i n  urgerlcy - 110.33 The Mall and the Holy Ghost 
Hospital.  Under present circwnstancea the pos i t ion  of the l a t t e r  is a 
p a r t i c u l w l y  serious o m .  

1 80.33 !ED3 MALL (f ig .  8) 

I This unusual late Georgian building , once the town house of a branch of 
the Casew family, i s  importent both archi tectural l j r  and h i s to r ica l ly .  The 
fiont with its l a r g e  area ol' window fs the o n l y  example in the City, and a peat 
rarity i n  Ir@land,  Cork being the o n l y  place where auch featmew survfvs i n  
number . In  add i t ion , i t s  posi t ion on the east s ide of the H a l l ,  acting as r focus 
point  in both di rec t ions ,  is most important. His to r ica l ly  the  house has 
connections with the Young Irelanders as t he  :7olfe Tone club m e t  there i n  1848 
and Thonaa Francis Meagher i s  s a i d  to  have del ivered an e lec t ion  address from i t s  
yiindons to  a campaign meeting in the &Tall. 

I The condit ion of the building has now ser iously  deter iora ted so that unless 
a leasee can be' found prepared to put forward the cos t  o f  reconetmct ion a 
denol i t ion  order v r i l l  be enforced upon i t  f o r  public safety.  Reconstruction could 
o f  cowse be cheaper than dezoli t ior ,  and erec t ing  a new bui ld ing  which would not  
be f o r  many gears,  i f  at a l l .  

I The l o s s  02 this house would be disas t rous  t o  t he  MaII which 'nas been badly 
enough abused already. However present hope f o r  its Future  is  encouraging as the 
Vaterford k s s o c i a t i o i ~  of An Taisce have taken tho matter f i rmly i n  hand. 

HOLY GHOST HOSPITAL: ( ~ i ~ s .  9 ?: 10) 

Designed through an open competition by the Dublin architect,J.J.OICallaghan 
t h i s  splendid bui lding was erected in 1332-'4 a t  a cast  of 215,000. C)fCallaghm 
was a notable a rch i t ec t  of his t i a e  and mother  of his most impartant works, 
the Dolphin Hate1 i n  Essex S t r e e t  Dublin, i s  a l so  a t  present i n  danger. The 
h v s p i t a l  was regarded as vsell designed and armaged when bu i l t ,  but has now 
been replaced by a new one behind i t , e f f i c i e n t  but a r ch l t ec t~z ra l l y  nondescript. 

The hosp i ta l  is s e t  around a square cour t  but the only s ec t i on  worthy of 
p r e s e r v a t i o n  is the f r o n t  range (fig,9). f t is an eleven p a r t  two storey 
composition with s nos-t a t t r a c t i v e  use of l o c a l  rubb le  stone,brick aYld g r a x i t e  
dressin@. The e n ~ ~ c e  i s  throu& a pointed archway ~ L t h  wrought-iron gatea, 



Five fronted ebles,sw?naun*d. by f i l i a l s  i n  i ron  work , give an impressive 
roofline and a pleasing rhytbrn to  the bdlding.  Rising i n  the centre i s  the 
lx~ndsorne wooden clock atruc4xu-e with its de l ica te ly . s la ted  spire  ard wrought 
i ron  weather vane. The whole i s  s e t  i n  well planted grounds with good f ront  
railings and gatemy and a very f ine  gate lodge (fig.lO) , a11 of which combine 
t o  achieve a most memorable unity. 

A t  present the ent i re  site is  i n  immediate danger of being levelled. The 
new establishment requires an extension and it is claimed tha t  th i~ can only be 
done by se l l ing  the s i te  of the old building and ground to  the front.  The only" 
l ike ly  purchaser is the South Eastern Health Board who are interested only i n  a. 
levelled s i t e  f o r  the building of a day centre. Unless a purchaser can be found,, 
prepared to  maintain the f ront  range of the building or unless the Hcalth Board 

' 

can be induced t o  do so there is no hape f o r  it. Such a solution e p a r t  from other 
considerations is  obviously far more economic. The building is  i n  good condition 
and the cost of adaptation would be considerably l e s s  than that of demolition and 
rebuilding. There would be ample ground-space f o r  new buildings a t  the back, 
leaving the grounds and gate lodge ~ P e c t e d .  ' A s  a last resor t  i f  it proves 
impossible to  maintain the  en t i re  f ron t  range then the central  section,i.e. the 
three central  gables and the conimcting portiilns between them m well as the 
clock tower must a t  the very l e a s t  be saved, T h i s  mould create a focus f o r  a . 
new complex o f  buildings. 

Time however is quickly rmnniw 3 1 1  

There axe a number of  important buildin$whose future may be considered 
uncertain either because of disuse,a5use or deteriorating condition. The 
immediacy of  threat t o  the= varies great ly , but i n  no case c m  it be 
disregarded, 

The most inportant members of  this group ( i l l u s t r a t ed  here) are : - 

The future of the very structure of this remarkable building is now a matter 
of uncertainty and, disqdeting rumour a n  i ts roof t imber i s  decaying. A t  
present the wracked in t e r io r  i s  being used as a builder 's  s tore  and workshop for? 
the duration of  the restorat ion work on Christ Church.' 

The fa te  o f  the c l ~ w c h  is  presently undecided. A t  a l l  cost3 i t s  external. 
appearance, must be preserved uneltered. and the m o s t  worthy me which could be 
found fo r  it would be that of a civ ic  museum and exhibition centre, the structure 
kept r e ~ d y  for the day when a more appreciative generetion might wish t o  
r e m i t e  its splendid furnishings and fitt.inga and reverse the deplorable loas  . - - - .  .:z 
which haa been .suffered, 

CA!PlBD3WL SQUARE: (~i~s.12,13,14) 

Though an intolerable  mount of l o s s  has already taken place these is a 
prospect of y e t  more. h nunber of  the houses i n ' t h e  very important group of 
seven on the  north side, (figs.12 & 13) a r c  i n  poor structursl condition and 
unless repa i r  is done i n  the  near futwe imeversable deterioration may set  ice 
T h i s  could r e su l t  i n  some of the houses being vacated and demolition then 
enforced for saf cty reasons. 



I The lcst 15 t o  20 ye= period k s  above zl1 seen a drnmatic deterioration i n  
the whole qual i ty  cnd chcscctm o f  thc Centre Oity *shoppi= x-ea,nost t  strongly 
evidenced by the destruction of amy of the best  shopfronts. The q u ~ l i t y  of whct 

I has gcnerc l ly  replaced then i s  too  obviously awful t o  need nuch comment - t h e  
lur id tiles,aluniniua Vpindow fr01~cs,hideous colour schemes ~ n d  the  plnst ic  letter3 

I 2nd signs each vyiw with the other i n  vulgmity =znd brcsh ostentation. In Bone 
cases these &miah s i ~ m  in-vc.de whole facades destroying fenestration l i n e s  21zd 
s t r e e t  proportions. Readers w i l l  be i m e d i c t e w  fanilia e t h  the worst exmples. 

I If such crea t iom m e  rea l ly  needed t o  allure a d  bai t  the innocent shopper 
then the stcte we have cone t o  i s  n sorry one. The end resul t  can only be m 
alnost continuous ribbon of bad t c s t e  gone wild,monyuous i n  chcrrclctcr m d  leaving 
Waterford no different fron any other town or c i t y  i n  the Euro-herican comescizl  
'world. 

Among the importarst buildings who-se future i s  at present under threat  two  
stand out  far above the r e s t  i n  urgency - 110.33 The Mall a d  the Holy Ghost 
Hospital. Under present circumstances the posit ion of the l a t t e r  i s  a 
par tic1,-larly serious ane . 
N0.33 !El3 MALL (fig.  8) 

This unusual late Georgian building , once the town house of  a -orznch o f  
the  Carew family, is importmt both architecturall j .  and his tor ical ly .  The bow 
f r o n t  v i t h  i t s  large area 09 window is the only example i n  the City, and a great 
r a r i t y  i n  Ireland, Cork being the only place vjhere such features survive i-n 
m b e r  . I n  addi t ion , i t s  posit ion on the east s ide  of the Mall, act ing as a foc~.s  
point i n  both directions, is nost important. Historically the house has 
connections with t h e  Young Irelanders as the 'Jolfc Tone club met there i n  1E48 
and Thomas Francis Meaghcr i s  s a i d  to  have delivered an elect ion address f r o n i t s  
i d  t o  a campaign meeting i n  t he  Ball. 

The condition of the building has now seriously deteriorated s o  that unless 
a leasee can be found prepared to  put forward the cost of reconstruct lm e 
demolition order will be enforced upon i t  f o r  public safety. Racomtructioa coulu 
of  course be cheaper than d e ~ o l i t i o n  w d  erecting a new building,which would not . 

be f o r  m y  years, i? at a l l .  

The loss of this house would be disastrous to the f & l l  which has been badly 
enough abused already. However present hope f o r  i ts future is encouraging as -the 
Waterford Association of A n  Taisce have taken the matter f i m l y  in hand. 

HOLY GHOST ISOSPITAL: (mgs. 3 6: 10). 

Designed through an open competition by the Dublin architect,J.J,O'Call~han 
%his splendid building was erected in 13G2-'4 a t  a cos t  o f  E15,000. OfCallaghan 
was a notable a rchi tec t  of  his the mxl another of h i s  nost important works, 
the Dolphin Hotel i n  Essex S t ree t  Dublin, i s  a l s o  a t  present i n  danger. The 
hospi tal  was regarded as w e l l .  desLgned and mmmged when built, but has now 
been replacec? by a new one behiad it, ef f ic ien t  but archi tectural ly  nondescrip b. 

The hospital  i s  s e t  asouru?. a square court but the only section worthy of 
 reservation is the f ront  range (fig.9). It i s  an eleven part  two storey 
compositian wi th  a most at tract ive use of  l o c a l  rubble stone,brick a ~ d  @ m i t e  
dressin*. The enbrLwce i s  through a pointed archway with mought-iron gates, 



Five fronted ~ b l e s , s u r m s m ~ d  by filials i n  i ron work , give an rimpreasive 
roof l ine  and a pleasing rhyt -b  to the building. Ris ing  i n  the centre is the 
hadsome wooden clock structure with its delicately slated apire m d  wrought 
i r o n  weather vane. The whole is set in w e l l  planted grounds with good front 
railinefs and gateway and a very fine gate lodge (fig.lOj , all of which combine 
to achleve a most memorable unity. 

A t  present the e n t i r e  s i t e  is i n  m e d i a t e  danger of  being levelled. The 
new establisbmont requires an extemioa and it is cl&imed t ha t  this can only  beb 
done by a d l i n g  the site of the old building and ground t a  the front. The only 
l i ke ly  purchaser is the South Eastern Hearlth Bead who are interewtcd only i n  a 
levelled site for the bxLlding of  a day centre. Unless a purchaser can be found 
prepared to  maintain the front  range of the building or unless the Health Board 
can be induced to do ao there I& no hope f o r  it. Such a solution apart from other 
considerations is  obviously far more e~onoa ic ,  The b a l d i n g  is in good condition 
and the coat of &aptation would be considerably less thm that o f  demoli t ion and 
rebuilding, There would be ample ground-space f o r  new b u i l d i q s  a t  the  back, 
leaving the grounds antf gate lodge unhffected. ks a last reaort if it prmes 
-impossible t o  maintain the entire f ront  range then the  central t 3 e ~ t i o n ~ i . e .  the 
three central gables and t he  coalocting port ions between them aa well aa the 
clock 'tower rh.mt at the w r y  least be saved. Thi s  would create a focus for a 
new complex of buildings. 

Time however i s  qu'tckly naming out  

There are a number o f  important buildin$whose future may be considered 
uncertain either because of disuse,abuee or deteriorating condition. The 
immediacy of  threa t  to '  thern varies great ly  , but i n  no case can i t  be 
disregarded. 

The most haportant members of this graup (illustrated here) a r e  : - 
ST. 01&?15 CEURCE: (?ig,llj 

The.future of the w r y  structure of this remarkable building is now a matter 
of uncertainty a d  disquieting rumour an its roof timber is decaying. A t  
present the wrecked interior is being used as ~i builder's s to r e  and workshop f o r  
the durat ion of  the r e s t o r a t i o n  work on C h r i s t  Church. 

The fate o f  the chmcli is presonkl:~ undecided. A t  e l l  costs its ex te rna l  
appeasance.must be preserved weltere6 and the most worthy use which could be 
fowd f o r  i t  would be that a9 a c iv ic  museum m d  e m b i t i o n  centre, the struc-t;ure 
kept ready for the day whe~  a more appreciative generation might wish to 
reuni te  its splendid frlmiskings and fittings .and reverse the deplorable  'lose 
which has been suffered. 

' Though ar*l intolerable amount of losa has already taken place there is a 
prospect of ;ret more. A number of the houses i n  the very important group of 
seven on the north side, (figs.12 & 13) arc i n  poor s t ruc tw~l  condition and 
unless repair is d a m  i n  the  near future imeversable deterioration may ee t  in. 
This could r e su l t  i n  some of the houses being vacated and demolition then 
enforced for sefoly reasons. 

0 





Among the houses whose future is so endangered i s  No.1 on the Henriet ta St. 
C D F P o r ,  uric' o f  the  most h i s t o r i c  i n  ?he City (fig.12) United originally with 
Hd,Z iC once had a cen t r a l  pediment another line of  windows now blocked up. 
Until. 1748 it was the Bishop's Palace and stands on Elizebethan foundations. 
After that i t  was the  town house of the a rch i t ec t  John Roberta and his  lasge 
familyytws, of whom Thomw and Thomas Sautelle Roberts wore dist inguished Iris:; 
a r t i ~ t s  af their time, b o n g  the other  houses, No.6 ,unoccupied f o r  some tine 
and obviously de te r io ra t ing ,  i s  in the worst danger. 

Also on the  nor th  side of the Squore the  building on the Pe te r  St.corner 
(f ig,14) has been vr;zcant f o r  some tine tilough i n  excellant condition. Its 
disuse seems absurd f o r  il contains per fec t ly  des i rab le  o f f i c e  accorumodation. 
It i s  t o  be hoped t h a t  it w i l l  be brought bock i n t o  use before any 
de te r io ra t ion  s e t s  in. 

The work being ca r r i&  out on the Cathedral stands out m i d  the gloom as 
very encouraging particularly i n  the x e m o v d  of some of the disastrous effects 
o f  the  Sir Thorns Drew ' 'restoratian'' of 1891. Worthy proposals  have been put  
forward t o  redecorate and r e f i t  the Cathedral bril?ging back some o f  i t s  lost 
18th century appearance which will hopefully be i n  -true hamany with 
John Roberts original in tent ions ,  

!!he prospeet of rz square being l e f t  with only the  =in buildings s t a i n &  
and 311 the rest turned t o  ruin rubble cnd notor  ca r s  i s  not rn unreal one. 
If t h i s  came t o  be, the vclue of the  res to ra t ion  of the  Cathedral and Bishop's 
Palnce could only be g r ea t l y  undermined , indeed the value of  the palace 
r e s to r a t i on  b e  been bcdly enough undermined rtlrsady. However t he  Corporation's 
excellent groposzl t o  wquirc  a d  landscape the s i t e  a t  each side of t he  Palace 
should affect a major improvement. 

L l l  of the remaining buildings i n  the Squcre m e  of  such iznportcnce thci; 
no further l o s s  c m  possibly be suffered. Indced i s  n3 reason why 
anything more should be l o s t ,  for i t  mkes  simplo good sense t h a t  de te r io ra t ion  
should be halted in its e m l y  s tages  rind t'nzt bu-ildinga when they become vc lc r ted  
should be brought back t o  life cs quickly as poss ib le .  

V7ATEXFO'EU> iiRR25 , COILBECK S-T (Fig. 15 ) 

Tnis a t t r a c t i v e  early 19th  century building i s  the  only one of  the C i t y ' s  
old coaching inns t o  survive i n t ac t .  The main feature is the large  atucco 
representa t ion of the  City Amas over the entrance. 

For some time unoccupiod the building i s  likely t o  de te r io ra te  W e s s  it 
i s  repaired and brought bsck to l i f e  in the near future. If this is not done 
its chances of survival  &re l i k e l y  t o  diminish progressively after a number of 
yems hme passed. 

METHODIST CHURCH , GRBYFRIARS : ( F L ~ , ~ G )  

This l ~ t e  Victorian Church hca been moccupied f o r  a numbor of yems though 
i t  remains i n  good condition. The interior i s  very d u l l  but the f r o n t  by 
con t ras t  is of  fine quality. It is of rough hem limestone with g r a n i t e  
dressings and cwued features. The centrzl composition of windows i s  of a 
particularly pleasing design. 





Before  q- ,-.eczy as ts  in, it is impmtmt %hat a new use be, found f o r  the 
buildiug,suL ez a hall f3r irdoor s p o r t ,  which would preserve the front uneltered 

C O N C L U S I O N S  



By Ju l i an  C . Val t o n  

$,hay reat iers  !-!ill b o w  of the extensive t rade between Ireland and Spain 
i n  the 17th. and 18-ti1 Centuries, and of the  l a rge  nmber of I r i s h  merchants who 
s e t t l e d  i n  Spain during this time. What is  not  generally kno~vn is t h a t  at an 
e a r l i c r  period - the  re igns  of Henry V a l  and Benrx V l l l  - England too had an 
extensive trade with Spazn; r e l a t i ons  between the  two com%ries were cordia l ,  
and qu i te  a few English merchants s e t t l e d  i n  Spain, mainly i n  the Eilbso and 
Cadiz areas . .  

The Ref3rmation brought t h i s  h a p ~ y  s t a t e  of  affairs t o  an abrupt end. 
Henry V l l l  s r e j ec t i on  of Papal authori ty,  divorce Prom his Spanish queen, 
marriage to  -inne Boleyn , and d i sso lu t ion  of the  monasteries, did not  help the 
popu la r i ty  o f  h i s  subjects  living abroad. The English merchants i n  Spain were 
subjected t n  &rrassment by the  au thor i t i es ,  confiscation o f  t h e i r  goods, and 
i n  some case3 t o r t u r e  by the Inquisi t ion.  They packed t h e i r  bags and returned 
t o  England. 

However, some of the more daring of t h e i r  number had no in ten t ion  o f  taking 
t h e i r  defeat  l y ing  down. If they could no longer t rade  with Spain, they nould 
make a p r o f i t  out  o f  the Spaniards i n  a more dramatic faahion - by piracy. 
Spanish merchantmen were an easy t a rge t  f o r  the wily English, and if the 
victims were re turning laden with t reasure  From the New World, the rewards 
reaped by capturing them were o f ten  g e a t .  Y i r a c ~  became frequen-t ,relat iom 
between the two countries broke down, and by tlie middle o f  Elizabethls reign ne 
a r e  i n  the time o f  the g rea t  buccaneers such as S i r  Francis Drake. 

The Anglo Spanish trade and i t s  degeneration i n to  piracy is  the subject  of 
a book e n t i t l e d  Forerunners of Drake, by Gordon Comell-Smith (publis!_led by 
Longmrif s ,  1~54.)~ fro15 vhich the following i m i d e n t  i s  taken. 

In the  s m e r  o f  1546, the  Santa Maria d e  Guadalupe,captained by Aespcio 
Perez, l e f t  B i l bao  f o r  Chester with a cargo of wood and i ron.  Vhen 
approaching I r e l a rd ,  she was attacked by & English vessel  under the  command of 
Uchael.James,  a West Country adventurer. After  f i r ing  upon the Spaniard with 
guns and arrows, James and members o f  h i s  company boarded her , and according 
t o  Perez, "put him and a l l  h i s  conpany i n  pr ison under hatches by the space 
of two days and one night  or  thereabouts ... where they had no space t o  
stand nor sit, but  did l i e  one upon another l i k e  hogs, bound fast with ropes 
and cords". Jaaes condescended t o  spare  the  lives of the  Spaniards ,  but he 
warned them " t o  beware f o r  they should meet with m&'ships which would sink 
them". Then, having plundered the  s h i p  of much of i ts  wood, he and t 6 s  
comrades departed, mouthing fu r ther  th rea t s .  When Perez and his company 
"did perceive t h a t  the said p i r a t e s  were departed from t h e i r  ship ,  they did 
begin t o  creep out  of t h e i r  said prison", and gingerly continued t h e i r  way 
towards Chester. 



. f 1 3  

Their t roubles  howeverp were far from over. T%en they had got as fer as 
!Pramore Bay they espied another English ship approaching then, c o w e d  ( z s  i t  
turmed out ) , by Leonard Swnpter, another en te rpr i s ing  English "merchant". As 

1 
the eneray vessel bore down upon them, .the Spaniards reoolled their treatment a t  
the hands of Bnichael James, and hia waxmint-;. When the BnglSshman was wtthin 
gunshot o f  them, their nerve cracked and the  whale campany,includiag Perez, 
rushed f o r  t he  boats, abandoned sh ip ,  and headed f o r  the  shore with all possible 
speed, S m p t e r  took the ship withou-k firing a @hot. 

Sumpter and his mariners had r a the r  a d i f f e r en t  story t o  t e l l  when 
defending the i r  act ions  before the  Admiralty Court. They claimed tha t  they had 
come upon the  s h i p  off Trmore Bay, and hed given ehese. Yhen they came up with 
her, Smptc r  "called with a loud voice thereunto", 5ut received no answer. ii 
boarding par ty  found "nor m a n  nor child" on the  ship,  s o  they took charge of her 
Itas a thing found f l o a t i n g  upon the  sea". But f o r  t h e i r  prompt action,  they 
claimed, the d e r e l i c t  would have pesished i n  the  storm tha t  arose shor t ly  
afterwzrds. 

James & Suapter ?ut i n  a t  Penasth, in Hales, where they disposed of t h e i r  
booty t o  t idivers honest men of Cardiff", Short ly  a f t e r ,  Wguel de Poza, a 
Spanish raeschant was stending an the  quayside i n  Bxistol  watching the  unloading 
of some wo3d and iron,  when he suddenly recognized the  markings on the -wc& as 
be-ing those o f  a merchant he knew i n  Bilbso. It was the  s t o l en  m g o !  He 
hastened t o  r epo r t  the  matter  t o  one o f  the  sher i f fa  o f  the  c i t y ,  who impounded 

1 
the goods. A l l  i n  vain - de Poza had no licence t o  claim then, and i n  due 
course they were a l l  returned t o  thetlhonest men " who had bought them from the  
pirates. I 

Prom led  OrRe@;fhn 

Amongst tho Archives i n  the  X d m e n t  Boon $13 the  City H a l l  i s  e, Minute Book o f ,  
t he  Bridge Comissioners, the Conpany which had a monopoly of the t o l l  charges on 
l lTbbertoas".  Since t h i s  wooden bridge had been built across the Suir i n  1794 
the or ig ina l  shareholders and t h e i r  descendants had o m e d  1 4  t o  1 ~ b  annually 
on the oriE;Lnal investment. Therefore, i t  was obv ious  that there  wsa more than 
c iv i c  concern in t h e i r  reac t ion  t o  the  possible des t ruct ion of the  bridge when- 
a freak cold s p e l l  f r o z e  the S u i r  i n  mid-Jauary 1881. The minutes of a 
m e e t i n g . ~ f  t h e i r  executive committee held on 1st Peb.1881 t e l l  afterwards what 
happened and a t  what cost .  

I1!The l a t e  severe f r o s t  and i c e  commenced heavLly about 15th  d m ~ ~ ~ y , a n d  it being 
ascertained t h a t  much i c e  wds accumulating i n  the  long soach,Mr.Ernest Grubbts 
s t e m  tug,Fether PIIatthew,was employed t o  cu t  i t , s o  t ha t  it n igh t  come against  . 
the bridge with l e s s  force  and weight. The i c e  came down by the  bridge on the l -  
20th and f o m d  a so l id  mass across the river extanding upwmaa about as far as 
S u i r  S t .  On the  21s t9a  spec ia l  meeting of the  Comt t tee  w a s  held and Ulr.Edwrrd 
Jacob was authorised t o  endeavour t o  explode the  i c e  with dynmi te .  T h i s  , 

f a i l e d  and then the  Co~mitte,havinf; m e t  on the bridge with Mr.Edward Jacob & 
' 

Mr.1:~ Lelland,arranged that the steam tue; should be employed i n  c lear ing a semi- 
c i r c l e  i n  f r o n t  of  the  centre1 pa r t  of the  bridge,t&ing the s t r a i n  off  t he  wide 
arch and o f f  about 6 o r  nore p i e r s  at  each aide. The Comi t t e e  thought the  reaul l  
was very ~ a t i s f a c t o r y .  The i c e  receded upvmds w i t h  nearly every t ide ,but  t o  a 
very small distance and returned i n  F i ~ c r e n s i n ~  q u m t i t i e s  up t o  Tuesday 25th. A1 
this t i n e  much apprehension i n  respect o f  the  bridge m a s  generally expressed. The 
Comaittee had not,nor llad Kr.Uc Lelland,any pest heart, but f e l t  it incumbent or 
then t o  take every precaution,and t o  this end employed two steam tugs, the  
Pather Matthew and the Suir ,constant ly  from 22nd to  the 29th. 



Yr. ? a l l i s e r i s  li-Fe r e v e r t s  t n  I r a ' 3 n e s s  soon a f t e r .  Fle h a v e  I 

shoemaker 's  b i l l :  

Y a y  - T Q  s!~ocjs mad,? 
94ov. - Boots so l ed  and  ileeled 
?lnv.-  P a i r  o f  s m a l l  r c d  shoes P 

Tvo  p a i r s  o f  s a a l l  s a l e s  

3ne n o t e s  t h a t  '4r. ? a ' i l i s c r ' s  ,i+oes c o s t  much more t h a ; i  3 l a c k  
J o h n ' s  c o f f i n  a n d  .[.?:at t h e  c o s t  o f  ':!s c ? i l d r e n t s  d iminut ive  footwear 
w o u l d  h a v ?  t o l l ? d  t3? fuq?ra!  5 e f l  t -d ic?  o v e r .  

T h e  P a l l i s e r  hardwart? and  i rog rnonqery  account (pa id  t o  Joshua 
Jacot,  8 Son, : l a t e r f o r d )  adds l i t t l e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t he  record o f  
t h i s  year - scrubbing b r u s h  ? / 6 ;  +lack  l e a d  b r u s h  113; cqamois sk in  
I / ? .  Thn:~ i n  Yovember we meet Yr. Supo le ,  qlove manuf t c t u r c r ,  
j t fa terford ,  whq "Oeqs l e a v e  most  r g s p e c t f u l l y  t o  inform t h e  Yobil i t y ,  
Gentry and C i t i z e n s ,  t h a t  he h a s  onened t h e  above e s t a b l i s h a e n t  ( t h ?  
o n l y  one i n  +!VERF'39D) t a k i n q  CJ;-n t~ have every a r t i c l e  Y a n u f a c t u r e d  
u n d e r  ? i s  own i m m e d i a t e  I n s p e c t i o n ' .  This  a o t l y  namer! tradesman 
orovic!?s the  9 e ~ .  P 3 l l  i s ~ r  w i t h ,  

Two p a i r s  o f  l i n e d  k i d  qloves  
9 p a i r  o f  S l a c ? ~  q 3 i t ? r s  

The p o s t  r ?vz ; j l inq  account b e l o n q s  t o  Yr. Thomas Keogh,  t h e  
A ~ o t h e c a r y ;  i t  ~ ~ x n l a i n s  idhy I r e f e r  t o  1831 a s  a d r a b  year.  f h s r c  
arc numerous 7 a y s e n t s  f o r  ? i a s t ? r ~ ,  cas t :?r  oi 1 ,  a c i d u l a t e d  pi x t u r e s ,  
p i l l s  f o r  c 3 i l d ,  o i l l s  f o r  '2rs. P a f l i s c r ,  oiqtment f o r  '4r.s. 3 3 l l i s e r ,  
o intment  f n r  c ? i l d  a n d  a 3 i d e o u s  i t n m ,  " ; ight?cq l e ~ c h e s  a t  3 1 9 " .  
The c o s t  of t h e s e  l i t t l ~  5lood s u c k e r s  . , ~ 9 u l d  a l a i o s t  b u v  t : l r e e  kid 
g loves  f o r  *4r. P a l l i s e r  and w o u l d  b ?  q o r ?  t h a r  a d e q u a t ?  f.:,r a c o f f i n  
f o r  Black John. T + e r e  -!fis a l s o  " a n t f  - s p s s n o d i c  nfxtur." s t  2 / -  3 s  

, , . . r ,  h u t  t 5 e  resl l : !  i ~ p o r t a r r t  e n t r y  i s  - well  3 5  camphor f o r  Vrs. % l l ; + r h  

I n  P 3 r t  1 1  n e x t  J a n u a r y  I > / i l l  d e a l  with t h e  more t r 3 n q u i ?  yci2r 
c ~ f  1332  i n  t h e  l i f n  ~f t h ?  P a l ; i s ( ? r s .  



By Thomas Power 

POW!lATION ANU EdRlX HISTORY: 

It is  of ten Torgotten by historians of Co.7ilaterford that f o r  8, short perio 
in the late 12th &nd emly 13th C~nturies a small Cis te rc ian  house existed i n  
the area. The name of tl15.8 eptablishment is variously known i n  English as 
Glmwydan and vas'_ants +hereof, in Xrish as Gleam na Poighdean or Glangragh,an 
in Latin as Vallis Ca-it~ tis, (Va l ley  of' ~har i t f ' )  - The scant ruins of the 
house are t d  be fwanfi in .the townland of Ballymgigla, &out 2 miles immediate1 
north-east 02 Bunk-:hen, 

The or igin of Gleann na F~ighdean I s  c lose ly  associated with the r a p i d  
develcpment of Cistercian monastic5srn i n  12th century IrelW. The Cistercian 
i d e a l  of the r e l i g ious  life was a more s t r i c t  observance'of the Rule o f  
Benedict, and undei. the infJ.uence of St.BRalachy this i d e a l  found its first 
expression i n , l r e l a n d  w ? t h  the  foundation of Mellifont,Co.Louth, i n  1142. Fron 
tha.lc . - time fo rmr~~d  the CLstercim Oder cxrperienced a phenomenal e x p a d m  in 
Ireland. By 1171 there were 12 Cis te rc ian  houses i n  the country m d  by 1203 
the number of houses ha3 doubled. Mellifont had a number of daughtex houses, 
t h a t  is, homes which had beer, estahli~hod as colonised from Mellifont itsel-E..~ 
Gne of these daughter houses was at Maigne,Co.Limerick, from which Inislounagh-t 
nr Suir Abbey,Co,Tip$erar;r, was frrwr,ded, Inislomagkit is of most direct 
concern here f o r  i t  x8s from this abbey that G l e a m  na Poighdean wes 
established. 

Houses belonging t o  the Mellifont f i l i a t i o n  exhibited a strong Gaelic biw 
while other houses fo~mded  after the  Invmion , like Dunbrodj. (1182), and Iluisl 
(12041, were st?on& Norrxm in the i r  allsgimce. Inislounaght was a Cisterciar 
house with deep roo t s  in the Gaelic world, for mng the benefactors who 
supported the corrnuni ty with endowments of land were Maelseaohlainn 0 'Paolain, 
King o f  Deise, and Domhnall  Mor OrBrien, K i n g  of Thomond. I n  fact Inis lounagh~ 
abbey was situated in xhe nclrthern kirgdorn of the Deise ( ~ e i a e  ~hua iwi r t )  ,ruled 
over by t h e  Ui FhaolaLn. The southern kingdom of  the Deise ( ~ e i s e  ~ h e i s c i s t )  ,. 
situated south of the Rlver Suir am! the 'Xnockmaoldonxzs, was ruled by the 
Ui 3ric svt, and it was !.n this area that the religious hmme o f  Gleam na 
Poighaean was s i tuated.  ' 

It is m m e  t i  l i k e l y  than %ha% when Gle- na Paighdaan was founded in 
1271, it was prob~bly 8adoWSd and aup2crrted hy one of the local Gaelic 4ept.s 
the Ui Phmlain ox lihc Ui 'Brio, The fnrtunea of the house were closely 
as~ooiated w i t h  the fa te  of these Gaelic septs, The Gaelic supremacy w m  soon 
t o  be superseded Tor in 1177 TC-iag H e m y  11 grmted - Co.Waterford ae far as . 
Usmore to t h e  ESoman, Robert lo Poer, Yet in practice it took a considerable 
time for t h t a  e;~.an-c ta be realised uni! effec-hed, f o r  the psoosss of tlre 
Boxmarts sapplanling t'ue mtim I r i s h  a% e local  level was gradual , tuld it 
was not  ~~t ; i l  khe emly 13th century Z ; b t  the tm chief Deiae septa were 
ac-tuaIly sug@rueded,. The d s o l i t n g  i n 3 m n c e  of these septs iss reflected in 
the changing circumet;arlces of Gleam m Foiehdsan. 



"THE MELLIPONT COlVSPIRkCY : 

Another movement a l so  influenced the f z t e  of Gleam na Poighdean. I n  fac t  
i n  the f i r s t  th i rd  of the 13th century i t s  destiny was dccided by the issues 
involved i n  what his tor ians  have termed the fsIvIellif ont Conspiracy". Since the 
introduction of the Cis tercian Order i n to  Ireland there had been a f a i r l y  
prevalent h o s t i l i t y  betvrecn the I r i s h  monks the French monks sent over t o  
es tab l i sh  the new order oil a f imi  footing i n  the new country; l a t e r  there was 
animosity betvrecn the I r i s h  and the Norman and Anglo-French monks. There were 
language d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and the I r i s h  tended to  maintain t h e i r  ova conception of 
the monastic l i f e .  There were renewed attempts by thz General Chapter, i .e .  the 
ru l ing  body of the Cis tercian Order, t o  bring Irish monastic practices in to  
'uniformity with those 011 the Continent. For instance, there were attempts to  
enforce attendance of the I r i s h  abbots a t  the Bniiual General Chapter meetings 
held a t  Citeaux i n  Prance. Absence from these annuzl meetings, a t  which 
regulations fo r  the government of the Order were enacted, was regarded with 
par t icu la r  disdain. The absence of the Abbot of Gleann na Foighdezn was noted 
i n  1208, f o r  i n  the s t a tu t e s  of the Order fo r  tha t  year i t  i s  s ta ted:  - 

"Let the Abbot of Val l i s  C a r i t a t i s  ( i .e .  Gleam na ~oighdean)  , who 
ought t o  have conc t o  the Chapter and did not come, pay the 
penalty enjoined by the General Chapter. L e t  the Abbot a t  
~ b b e ~ d o r n e ~ ( ~  o .KW ry) , give hill th i s  ~ a r n i n g .  I' 1 

Absenteeism was oiily a minor symptom o f  a broader h o s t i l i t y  which the I r i s h  
f e l t  towards the Anglo-French cul tvre  b e i x  imposed on them from outside. This 
h o s t i l i t y  developed in to  a:1 actual  revol t  i n  which the houses belonging t o  the 
Mellifont f i l i a t i o n  defied the szmt ions  of the General Chapter. Many missions 
from the cen t ra l  Authority of the Cis tercian Order were sent  t o  Ireland i n  an 
e f f o r t  to  impose standards and to  correct   buses and enormities i n  the houses of 
the order there. The most v?ell documented of these v i s i t a t i ons  is  t h a t  carried 
out by Stephen of Lexiilgton i n  1228. 

Stephen arrived i n  Ireland around 2larch 1228 and a t  f i r s t  had h is  base i n  
e i t h e r  Dunbrodyor' Tintern, both Norman foundations i n  Co.Bexford. Vhile 
res ident  there Stephen addressed a l e t t e r  t o  the community a t  Gleann na 
Foighdean. Because i t  i s  ins t ruc t ive  of the economic s t a t e  of the abbe$ aild of 
the l a x i t y  of i t s  monks, t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  vorth quoting i n  f u l l .  Addressing the 
community, Stephen writes : - 

I I ..... The v i s i t o r  vrho i s  going t o  t ravel  t o  those par ts  gives 
warnLig tha t  the possessions of the house should be careful iy  
looked a f t e r  2nd not frittered ;:-nay i n  any ma-mer whstsoever. 
On ar r iv ing  i n  these perts un the authority of theGeneral 
Chapter, with f u l l  powers over the arranging and providing f o r  
the reformation of the Order throughout the whole of Ireland, 
we have learned from the reports  of cer tc in  persons that  
ce r t a in  monks without auf f ic ien t  carc and d iscre t ion  are  
squandering and wasting the possessions of your house. For 
t h i s  we give inst ruct ions  t o  you, as  b3ing the f a i t h f u l  sons i n  
C h r i s t  of obedience and your order, enjoining  yo^ the more 
severely i n  our charge of obedience, tha t  you take d i l i gen t  end 
effect ive care as  much of a l l  the lands which are  your concern 
a s  of a l l  other things, i n  no way permitting tha t  zny monk from 
h i s  own house o r  any other house should contribute to  any 
squsndering of this nature by v!ay of sa le  or mortgzge or  any 
other type of disposal whatsoever a;ld thus axtend h is  own 



possessiom - and that f o r  a l l  future time, so t h a t  God and 
the  Order must commend you worthily i n  the mt.ter of your 
obedience. A8 f o r  ourselves, let us see thrt it proves morc 
p l c a s i q  and agreeable f o r  you t o  look tothe in t e res t s  of 
your home, just as it is more pleasing and agreerble t o  
look , to  t he  i f i tcrests  of  God and the Ordcr cLnd yourselves. 
Goodbye. 11 2 

Born this l e t t e r  i t  appears thn t  by 1228 the economic condition of the . 

home was one of decline,due t o  the  $lienation of monastic property. It was 
declared t b t  l eas  than 3 carucates of lnnd constituted the abbey's possessions. 
I n  addition, the monastic personnel had fal len i n  nmber t o  eight monks mil 
nine lay brothers,  and there was no a b h t  t o  rule over them. To Stephen, this 
situation was intolercble ,  and it appems thet he decided t o  v i s i t  Gleam na 
Foighdean t o  put matters the& i n  order. If he did so - and it is more than 
l i k e l y  thzt he did, given the tone of his l e t t e r  ebove - be must have received 
e similar reception as he later got a t  Gleam nc. Poighdecmfs mother-house, 
InisloutXight, where he was resisted,attacked and harassed by the monks and 
t h c i r  supporters. 

i ~ t  any rate, because of his knowledge of conditions t h e m  Stephen decided 
to  suppresa Gloann na Foighdean as an iniJcpe3ldcnt foundation. So at a ueetiry 
o f  abbots i n  Dublia,presided over by Stephen himself, held i n  June 1228,it 
was decided to suspend the Co.Waterford Cis terc ian house because of its povertj 
its laxity of discipline, and i t s  in su f f i c i en t  personnel. Whatever possessiom 
t h e  house had were t o  be united to those of  Dunbrody. T h i s  union was confirmed 
by K i n g  Henry 111 in October 1232 when it was stated that henceforth the landf 
o f  Gleam na Foi&&ean were to  cons t i t u t e  merely a grange of  ~unbrod~.3 Phere 
i s  evidence t o  suggest that t h i s  union was ~ c c e p t a b l e  neither to  the monks at 
Gleann na Poighdean nor t o  the mother - house , In i s l@maght .  Firstly, Stephen 
of Lexington wrote to  the abbot of Maigue,Co.Limerick, ordering him t o  makc  
sure that the Jnion between G l e a n  na Foighdecvl and Dunbrody was enforced,md 1 
that monks who resisted the musure were t o  be disciplined. Stephen's l e t t e r  t o  
thc abbot of Maigue states :- 

'Tet your vrho2.o body know thrt wo,in v i r t u e  of the authority 
transmitted to us by the  G e n c r ~ l  Chcpter, have wholly 
entrusted t o  the abbot o f  Maiguc thc  execution of the union of 
the house of Gleann YE Foighdoczn v i th  the  house of b b r o d y , s o  
tha t  he has power to punish all who rebel or r~siat~occording- 
as he sees it to be cxpedient," 

Secondly, i n  1234 Ilzislouncglit and Dunbrody were in dispute  almost 
cer ta in ly  over Gleam ae $oi@eanls union with the la t ter ,  and the former1:; 
resistance t~ i t .  

U T E 3  HISTORY: 

Af te r  1228 the abbey or c e l l  of Gleam na Foighdecn no longer e x i s t e d  as 
&n autonomous foundation. Rowevcr bitterness seems to  have continued between 
Inislounaght and Dunbrody over the lands of the Co.Baterford house. In 1274. 
the General Chapter of the Cistercian Ordcr ordered tha t  the restrictions 

2,- 
imposed by Stephen of Lexin$ton on the Irish Cistercian houses in 1228 be 

( A carucctte is another m e  for 2 ploughland which o r i g i m l l y  was an mea of 
arable land which a plough team could cultivate.  Put simply, a carucate is a 
unit af land measure. Some estimates give a crrucate as being equivalent t o  
120 ~cres). 



relaxed. In e f f e c t  this meant t he t  Mell ifont  and i t s  f i l i a t i o n  of houses were 
res tored t o  t h e i r  former stabs. Under t h i s  stimulus it appems t h a t  
Inisloumght (which had been placed under the Abbey of Furness by Stephen i n  
1228 as a d isc ip l inary  measure), renewed d i r e c t  associa t ions  with Mellifont. 
Inislounaght also f e l t  strong enough torregain i t s  possessions i n  Monksland i t 1  

1270,againa-t the wishes of Dunbrody. 

Gleann ne Poighdenn seems to have been reduced t o  the status o f  a parish 
church; t h i s  i s  e v i d e ~ t  from 9 t axa t ion  list o f  1502 which gives the valuation 
of liGLpafnydan" as 218-7-8 ,3 Inislounaght seems to  have retained i t s  
possession of  lands a t  Gleam YIE! Poi@dem r ight  us t o  the time 09 the  
Reformation, The sddenco  f o r  t h i s  is contained i n  the catalogue of Irish 
nonastic possessiona compiled at the Dissolution i n  1540 - '41. At t h a t  time 
wong +he Co.Wat;erfo'rd gossessions of In i s l omagh t  were the vill o f  
I'Glanwyd~n" containing a mter mill, 200 acreB arable and pasture, with rr wood 
con t~ in i rg  60 acres valued at 100/- , and lezsed t o  one Fetes  Dobbyn, f o r  
66/8 ,  Also belonging t o  In i s loumght  wos the Rectory o f  "Glarqewydan", the 
t i t h e s  were s ta ted  t o  be 66 /8 ,  with the a l ta rng  s assigned t o  the  Curatc lcaaed 
f a r  n term of years t o  Petcr  Dobbyn for 40,'-. ' Peter Dobbyn was +he 
Frop r i e to r  i n  1541, but i n  the  following y , - r  he wra t o  be dispossessed i n  
favour of a new owner. Thus a patent of 10th November 1542 granted "G1anwcdanf1 
- stated t o  be p a r t  of  the  e s t a t e  of the l l l c t e  monaster of Inyslawne&ett - t o  
Thomas Lord C d h i r  f o r  the bet te r  support of his honour.q lard Cehir d i d  not 
retain possession f o r  too lorid, f o r  on 6 t 5  October 1577 a patent granted the 
rectory and t i t h e s  o f  ''Glanvydan" t o  one Cormack Mac ~ e i g e . ~  G l e a n  ne 
Poighdean may have continued t o  function as a rec tory  o r  par ish  church, f o r  i n  
t h e  period 1683 t o  1688, the  rectory o f  "Glmaydon" waa i n  srrrcms ta  t he  sum of  
g3-0-0 p e r  m u m  i n  i t s  payments of Grown r en t s ,  The o f f i c i a l s  co l l ec t i ng  the 
r e n t s  gave FS t he i r  rcaaor- why "Gknaydon" was  continuously i n  '&rears; 
"Cannot find this rectorjrv1.9 

It seem that Gleam no. Poigbdean maintained its associa t ions  with 
Inielounaght f o r  even by the raid-19th ccntury clergymen of the Establirshed 
Church were serving t h e  united parishes o f  Inislounegbt cztld Mo&sland,although 
the two were a considerable distwce apart .  In 1867 howevm, the l i n k  with 
Irmislounaght ww broken and Monkslcnd was i n s t i t u t e d  as a separate parish d e r  
its own inmbant,J.S.PLetcher. 3ut Uonks lW existed aa an Lndependant parfsh 
only for a short  period until1875 when it w a s  re-united ,tMs time t a  
Stradbnlly Parish. 

LOCATION AND TSOIrnJGUTURE : 

Before the work of Canon Power thc emct location of  the Co. Wcter-ford 
Cistercian housea h ~ d  riot been Emcwn with any certainty. Cis terc ian monastic 
historiBns suggested places as fw apar t  as Cloym and Down as being the 
s i t e  of  the  house; Offal~r,Cork &d Wedneath were also forwarded as being 
possibxe 1ooatianS. However Cmon I'owerls ident i f ica t$on of tile Cis te rc ian  
house EB being sitacted in the townland o f  3 e l l j r ~ l ~ g i g l e , p ~ i s h  o f  Monksland, 
Co.Weferford hcs now been aace2ted as correct .  

Indeed t h a t  the arm had strong mon=tic a s soc in t i om i s  indicnted by the 
survival  i n  usage of thc  p l a c e m e  ftT+!Ionkslmd" o r  "Feartmn rn Fdeurn~h~~, which 
meam "Domain of the  MonksT7, The survivd of the m e  o f  the acturl abbey 
i t s e l f ,  1.e. Gleam na Poighdean, is more d i f f i c u l t  t o  i den t i fy  . Wo 
alternctives present thensclves, F i r s t l y f  it  i s  possible that the nme " G l e a m  
nc PoighdennYf has bean altered fsou i t s  ori&ml form due t o  a g l i c i s n t i o n  and 
t h e  usage of centuries. If this view is accepted then i t  is still ~ o s s i b l e  



t o  see some correspondcece between "G1ex.n n~ Poighdean'' "BEtilc B k i d i n f '  
o r  Ballyvnden, t he  adjoining tomland t o  t he  nor th  of Ballymgigla.  Xf this is 
s o  then l'Bcile" would be C. more m d s r n  subs t i t u t e  for "G1em-m" nnd "Bhaidinr' 
would be a corruption of :'PoLghdem", Secondly, and more simply, one may 
suppose t h ~ t  original ly  two n a m e  existed,i.e. Gle- na Boighdean md BaiZc 
Bhaidin, hut t h r t  one (the former) fell out  of wage, leaving the  l a t t e r  to 
continue i n  existence. T k i s  process ma;. be explained as-followu. A t  one tbue 
t h e  long vc-lley i n  t h i s  parish mas known as G l e a n  nc Foighdem ( i .c .  Wadding's 
 lea) , but the homcstezd of t h i s  V!adcling w c s  more narrowly ca l led  Baile 
Bhcidin. I n  time the brocder term declined i n  usage, lerving the more loca l i sed  
Baile Bhaidin t o  survive, 

This involvement w i t h  placenmes io tedious but necessary. It ia poss ib l e  
t o  conclude that the  nme of the momstery does n o t  survive i n  popular uaage, 
and t h c t  the octucl mcrncstic s i b  i t s e l f  is l o c ~ t e d  i n  B ~ l l y m g i g l a .  H a v i n g  
established these f ac t s  it serxm cqpropricte t o  dismiss the namo " G 1 m g m g h t f  as 
having any bearing on the  nomenclrture of t he  monastery. On the bas i s  af 
infomation gained l o c a l l y  I ~mderstc.nd t h c t  some y e m s  ago the  noted 
Cis te rc ian  h i s to r ian ,  the  la te  Fr.Killicn Walsh wrote an a r t i c l e  on the 
Monkslmd m e t  f o r  t he  Irish Indcpcndcnt. I n  this article he gave the  nme of 
the  monastery &s cgh", which was a free t rnns lc t ion  of h i s  i n t o  Irish 
of tT~allis of ~ 1 u x i t ~ ) .  This nsne, Glangragh w w  subsaquently 
adopted by the compilers o f  the Mep o f  Xonestic - I re land (19593, but i n  f c c t  the 
nme is not  found in the sourc,!n. 

STATE OF TmERVATI ON: 

Dcfoxe the 19 th  century there i s  l i t t l e  i n fom~z t ion  on what kind o f  a 
monastic s t ruc tu r e  G l e m  m Foighdean oc tua l ly  was. The C i v i l  Survey, (1654- 
16561, r a the r  inaccurate ly  s t o t e s  of the Par ish  of Monkslmd: "The said Parish 
hat11 noe t o m e  nangors, edifncos o r  places of emincnce therein". But in 
contrmt the  notes t o  t h s  Down Survey (1657) map mention t h a t  "there i s  a t t  
B d l y s i s o l l y  a Old Chm~a a d  n i l 1  out  of r epa i r e  and four  ccbin8, no@ other 
iinprovcment thereon" . 

The fullest account,bowever, o f  the dinensions znd architectural features 
of the  monastery i n  Monksland is given in tho John OIDonovan Let te r s  of 1841 
written i n  conjunction with the  compilation of the Ordmncc Survey. In  1841. 
OrDonowin found t ha t  the c e l l  newwed 46ft.Gins. i n  length by 17ft .8ins.  i n  
breadth, but tha building wcs very much in ruin wi th  only t he  west gable, 
the nor th  w a l l ,  and 9ft .  o f  the  south well at the w e s t  cnd remaining. The 
nor th  w a l l  was 2Pt.6ins. i n  thicknos3 cnd about 16f t .  i n  height, a d  it 
consisted of browm ~3l?dst01ie csld s l a t e  colourcd stonca i r r egu l a r l y  l a i d  and 
ccmented with lime m d  sand mortnr. The a o r t h  wall hzd o. b r e ~ c h  of 1 6  f t .  
down t o  within 3 ft. of  t h e  grouuld. The wcst g&le had a rectangulnr door- 
way placed within I f t . l i ~ ~ ,  o f  tlre south well mcsuring 5 f t .  7ins. i n  
height and 3ft .  6ine. i n  width on tho inside, where i t  wns crossed by 3 flags 
o r  l i r l te l s .  On the outsida the s&ruckarc was verj- d i l sp ide ted ,  A t  about 
Ift.8ins. above the doorway wca/window mCe of hammersd atones, but n e x l y  
destroyed. I n  the  ndddlc of thc w e s t  gable cbout loft. from the  gsound,there 
w a s  a quadrangul- window of cut stone,which appemad t o  be quite old. This 
window measured 2ft. 6ins. high by 8 ins. wide on the  outside. The west 
gable was surmountad wit11 a be l f ry  covercc? with ivy* 

As this account of 1841 indicates tho  monastery when i n  a good s t r t e  02 
r epa i r  must have been n siagulmly imposing structure on tne landscape. a- 
1896 when Canon Power first .mote on this topic,  the west gable w a s  s t i l l  



standin{; at 13 ft. in heI#hbt , and there were also the remins of supports for 
a 1  internal loft, 2 feature that OIDonovan had not mentioned. 

Today very little plwaia.al evidence remains to remind the observer of the 
former existence of the l%rkrcia,n housc in Mcbnksland. The vest gable is now 
almost co~npletely demolished, xid the bare outline of the monastic buildings is 
now almost obliterated. 
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B I B L I O G W H I  CAL NOTE : 

These notes are an attempt to collate the i:lformation available on the 
Cistercian house of Gleann ns Foighdem. In so doing, the works listed here- 
under were found useful. For the Cistercian O.~dcr in Irela2d in general - 
(1) G. Mac Niocaillr Na Manai~h Liatha in Eirinn 1142-c.1600 (1959) 
For the 'Wellifont Conspiracyiv - 
(1) B.OIDwyer : The Conspiracy of Mellifont 1216-1231 (1970) 
( 2 )  An t-Ath Colmcille;; Cbmhaheil~ na Mainistreach Make (1%~) 

More particulsrly on Gleann na Foighdean - 
(1) 6. C. Conway : "The ~istercizi Abbey of Inislounaghtv. Clonmel Historical 

& Archaeological Society. Vol .l ,No. 4, (1955-l56) 

: Journal of Waterford & South East of Ireland Archaeological 
Society*, Vole 2, (1896) - 

z QYl?he Cistercian -4bbeys of F h s t e r l t .  Journal of Cork 
Historical and Archaeological Society, 43 (1938). -. 

(4) J. 0 'Donovan Letters containing information relative to tne 
Antiquities of thc County of Waterford (1841). 



By Sylvester E d u r r q  

O i l  the road overlookin,- Belvic pier stands a monument commemoratirtg the 
lafidiw of tile h e r i o a n  Penians i n  1867. Tt; w a s  unveiled i n  1955 by Cathleen 
Clarke,Wifc of the 1916 leader, Ton Clarke. The tradition of republicanism 
lived on i n  the Ring area aiiC iya 3'inin.i are remembered with pride. may 
not be generally kno~,fii,however, i s  the accidental nature o f  the IIelvic 
lmdinge. -wd. the fgc t  tha t  no guns actually cane on shore . Before describing 
the Helvic e!>isoiie,it :.rill firgt be necessary t o  look at- some aspccts of tke 
Fenian movement. 

American Pealariion vas i n  mmy ways dii'ferent from i t s  I r i s h  counterpart 
It  was neither secret i lor  oath bound. American m r o l y  took a pledge . 
and accounts o f  the i r  meetingstspeeche3 and resolutions were widely publfsh& 
i n  American m w a p a p c x  ::yapathetic to Penianism. T h i s  i l l  f zc t  w.s the Br i t i sh  
Govem,,ient' a . f i r s t  s o ~ r c e  -of- irdormation on the movement and i t  agpears that 
they were jlot B W ~ C  OP the existence 'of Pexianisn i r ? ,  Irclanc'! ax the time o f  the 

' 1  Chicagc~ Convention i!i i'lovember 1863. 

The dissensions which ruined the American rnovement were due i n  part  t o  the 
extensive poners hcld ini t ia l ]-y by John Ofb'lahony. Many o f  .the principal figures 
i n  the movement f c l t  however tha t  better organisation was required as 
Fenianism spread across Americ?. t o  the I r i s h  communities i n  Chicago, 
Cincinatti ,  O!lio, e t c  , . In., 1865 a t  -the Philadelphia Convention the direct ion of 
the mo~rerncnt was pleccd A n  the hmds of a Senite t o  whom the President (Head 
~ e n t r c )  woudd b answerable. OIN&ony refused Go accept this decision aiid a 8 s p l i t  resulted. The Senzte ning under V. Roberta favoured o t r i a n g  a t  
Bri ta in through Canada while the O1!ahany wing remained more coarmitted to  a 
Rising i n  Ireland. 

The A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  V a r  ended in April  1865 and soon aslerican officers 
11c.gan t o  arr ive iu Ireland. This natural ly  aroused tho Government's 
suspicions ard the pmt~  af Cobh and Bublin were closely watched. k t  ttaia 
t ine  iinerican p h l i c  opir,io-r: was very anti-Brit ish because of Britaints 
support f o r  the  South during the War. Britain had b u i l t  ships f o r  the 
Confccieratus, had continued t o  trade with them and the ''liondon !TimesH had been 
pro-Conf ederate i n  ov.tlook.~ I k e  Chief Secretary at the tme ,'i!odehouae, 
regarded Fcliianisci as a very seridus threa t  because of its knerican 
connections. 4 

+ Phe U.S. Ir'residcnt,ii;idre!7 Johnson, and the Secretary of Statc ,  ' l i l l i a m  
11. Semrd, rel ied upon %he support  of the l r i a h  voters - which explained the i r  
attitv.cIes to  Penianisrn. Both were quite willing t o  t o l e r a t e  thc 
invnlveme~lt of high-ranking army and C i v i l  Service personnel i n  the movement, 
the buying of zr~15 5y Penians,etc. This changed somewhat after the raids on 
Canada i n  1866,whcn they r e a l i s e d  thzt  t l ~ c  a c t i v i t i e s  of  the Fenians could 
seriously embasrnss the V.S. i ~ t e r n ~ t i o n e l l y .  They then took a much firner 
stand against the zovernent. The Foreign Office i n  London was kept i i lfonxd 
of the s t a t e  of afCairs i n  the b.S. by Bruce , the British ~hbassa&or i n  
!:'&shington. Then in Segtembcr 1865 the authori t ies  here decided -to act .  
The " I r i s h  Feoplei' v r r s  supprezxxd end the lcadcrs were arrested. :!lore 
evidcnce reaclicd the C;ovcrrmme_rr_t o f  FeiiicLn ac t iv i t i c s ,  the Habeas Corpus i!ct 



wasl suspended i n  February 1866 and a11 through that yeax hundreds of rank and 
f i l e  members were asrwted. Many of  the leaders,however,escaped Lo England-asd 
there began t o  plan the Rising. In America also planning began . A meeting of 
former Union offioers was held on February 16th 1867 under Jmea K e l l y ,  a 
Iiieu-bemt Colonel o f  the 59th,PJew Ymk. John 'r'iarren was elected Secretmy, 5 
T h i s  Committee seem t o  bava'been the source which directed the expedition t ha t  
eventually left f o r  Ireland. 

Mean.wW3.e (March 1867) ,the Rising had taken place i n  Ireland w%thout 
w a i t i n g  for American help. It h&d been a complete faflure. H a r e d s  02 
Fenians were in prison and the Habeas Corpus A c t  m a  suspended f o r  a further 
yeax. The real mture of the defeat d id  not reach the New York Penjms a d  a 
l e t t e r  from the B e d a n  leader fn England, Thorns J, KoUy, appealed to the 
01Mahony wing for help - 1 y - i ~  that all was not yet l o s t m 6  Plans were 
therefore se t  inmot ion  t o  send arm and men in a boat just purcEzased. 

!Exis w a s  : rn 81ft. bsigmtine called the Jacncl Packet. TL had been 
built i n  Medford, Mass. i n  1861 and was f i r s t  called the Henrico. Her first 
owner was H e m y  O k i l l  o f  Jcmme1,Haiti. In 1866 the ship was owned by Jahn A. 
Dawes. When Dawea tried t o  s e l l  the Jacmel t o  an Italian in CoXon,Pansma, 
the limexiom Consul s e i z e d  the vessel. Tho U.7. Marshall f o r  Southern Hew 
York sold her t o  a mm cal led Charles P. Blake , Whether he was a f ron t  f o r  
the Fenians we do nat know. However we do b o w  tha t  the reason for the ssiauro 
i n  Colon w w  debts I ncu r red  t kough  noo-papant of  searrw.nts wages,pflotage 
fees  e to .  l' 

Towards the end o f  Harch 1867 the Jacmel was berthed on the East A i t r e i .  
waterfront while the planning was done from nearby Chathan St ree t  in the 
Bowery district of New York. Arm were transferred to  newly made boxes 
lahelled as wine and machinery.9 James E. Kerrigan,a U.S. Congressman, mi8 in 
ahtxrge of  the expedition the Loadirig was supem6sed by the  firat Officer 
V J i l l i w  Sweetrn&n . Various estimates put the nuder  of arms fro* 5,00010to 
8,000 . Mostly these were amplus Union arms fron the Civil Vim and also some 
wMch had been mod by the Confederates - Spencer Repeaters  hion on weapons), 
E n f i e l d  Rifles (nos tly used by the Confaderates) ,Austrian rifles (~nion) , 
Sharp breech loading rifles (much w a d  on Western t m i l a )  and Bumaide breech 
l o a d i n g  r i f l e s  p lus  three 6lb. gum and ~rp;lunition, 

On A p i l  12th,1867 the Fenians met i n  a houae in East  Broadway and were 
joined by Cap ta in  CTavanagh. They then took a steemcr down r ive r  to  S a y  
Hook,where they waited until the evelling of the 13th. When the  Jacmel came 
up they a l l  went aboard and stood of2  for Cuba t a  avoid a ~ ~ i c i o n . ~  There 
s e e m  t o  be aome confusion as t o  whrc the CeptainTs christian name was. 
Dovoy says he wan John P. Ccvana&- o f  the U.S . PIavy,while John Savage who 
becrme leader of  the  Fenians in America in 1867 says that he was o U.S.~lava;L 
off icer  but i n t c n t i a m l l y  omits hj-s name .l % o h  P .Cavanagh had been a member 
of Congress 3ut Joseph B. Cavanagh of Passage East Co,'daterford, was an 
officer in t h e  U.S.NavaZ Beserve m d  hed served in the C i v - i l  W a r .  A f t e r  the 
War he had lived i n  New Yorlc where he c a m  in to  contact with the Penians 
through n fellow Passage man called &a ton who had a bar room in the ~ o w e r ~ .  ' 

Capt.Cavnnagh !xu3 not seen the Jacmal before he boarded the vessel at 
Sandy Hook. On the following day he changed course f o r  I r e l a a d  and on 
Easter Sunday,April 21sS renmed the s h i p  the "Erina Hope", They finally 
pickef5up land on May 18th at Blcclmock Lighthouse on Eagle Island off North 
Mayo. A merjssngeT had been sent from New York on April 20th t o  inform 
Kelly o f  the ship's arriw. Kelly had asked e g p w i a l l y  f o r  n landing at 



16 SLigo, CLB the Donegal coast was mt well pntrolled .- no B a n 1  ships wero 
stationed between DelmuSlot  nnci &ugh 

The rcnaned Jscml had =: crew of 5 arid 40 Penians, J.E. Kerr5ga.n waa in 
command of the Feni .m - b'~ill:-m J, P;E@F: E,gd John Warren were his assistmts, 
Conditions  board were reasonable as s leeping ocaammodation had been prepared 
f o r  the extra passangem. On arri-an:? o f f  Sligo,the Sncnel shawea-her 
premrhnged signals - E? c e r t ~ l i n  type of light'by night and a furled jib during 
thc day. 

Several days pawed anll tkL2ra FELLS no bwkn~wledgenent from ehore. By May 
23rd Capt.Camgh k d  begm t o  g:ow inpnt2 IY~;~ 2nd decfded to go ashore himelf  
to investigate, taking with Grn two PezLan~ m e d  Doherty 3nd OTSkec. While 
they were rzwrzy n fracm s2?,138 t o  hnvc arisen between the crew and the Eeniam, 
resulting in two ~ ~ . i l o m  (3mw N a I m  i?.d J o b  ~nith) being shot  and injured 
by; a Fenian m e d  Buckleg, 'Po Rdrl to thr: cmfusion tke l o c a l  pilot,Michael 
Gallegher, from Townc y nem TeclS n, dacid ed tbey needed his se rv i ces  and cane 
nbonrd. He had -Lo be dstainoa arid m e  t o ld  a fklss etory about the vessel . 
being bound fzom Spain Lu Glosgo? wL-kk fruLr,, 2 ~m:nngh then retmncd just 
before another ~ r i s L t o r  -=sriveC. IIe irarupired t o  5e Eichard 0 Sul l ivm Burke 
who later planned t he  Jlmchcs-kr Rescue,' md hcd > e m  posing as an m t i a t  nmed 
#alters, staying at the Iaaer!-2l Fo t c l  i~. Sl f  g . 

Burke told thr; Fcnfms tine ',rue s ta te  of affairs in I re lmd cmd suggested 
they bring the mw cnd pen t o  C ~ r k  ~Jhere Csptzin Lonaaney wcs s t i l l  active. 
Cavmc.gh accepted the cdrLce,but now had t o  dezl with the  detrined p i l o t  m a  
two  wom,ded s a i l o r s .  Ha gut 031 three cshore ct Milk Harbour nem SWeedagh 
tbbt night (24i-h my) i n  d h ~ r g e  o f  f c t r i ck  Hugent- Burke vms d s o  put ashore 
in the conpmy of t k o o  o-f;hcr P e n i m ,  

Fkom Tvhy 27th t o  70th the C2ir1s Hope cruised heWee3. Toe He& cnd the 
Galley. Provisions were now r a n f a g  low,so Cspt,Cavmsgh tried t o  put  
Warren =shore Zor f o o d  i l E 3 S  BOSYCI;~'FCT~ on the  evening of the 30th. However, 
two coastgumd boCts c m e ' c u t  and hc- w m  forced t o  st& off. He then 
decided 30 t r y  and lard ITagle Wiirrcn mm Bcllycottovl but it began to 
blow from the  011th West .and he wa.~ ,!arced -to rm eastwads d u r i . ~  the night 
o f  May ast. 28 

Enrly on Sat,m-dsy, J ~ a e   st, theb?ia l l . '  zxrived o f f  Helvic. There they 
sighted o. hooker from 3~1Limgclxl hcu7-ing ';ramels. It wzs h fogs morning. 
b, swell fron %he South V:C?G still rumixg the Ringmen hcd difficulty 
hculing tho!.? $-&z nets fmn the bot tom, The Czptain asked the skipper,  
Pcid Mor 0 'Fn01ci.n~ t o  tdce t.x~ men ashore fo r  a2 which he agreed t o  do. : 

However, on going up c t l o q s i d e  the brigmtine,32 nen cane abo,~d the hooker. 
G r z v a g h  asked for then not t3 be pu+ ashore r m - c i l  e v e n i . ~  but it m s  hmdly 
reasonzble t o  expect Paid Nor t o  aci3. zmmn.d zll any wifh rn omrloAed 
hooker, He lmdeci the Fcnimg on the beech near Edllimgaul pLer,but by this 
time the fog hat: lif-keed and Gsorge dones,a constgunxd in Helviz,saw them and 
clarted the 2.1 .C. wno s e t  out+ ir- purRuit ,  



John 6. Cavenagh of Passm East, 
Captain of the Erin's Hope. 

The "redoubtable" Augustine E. Costello 
who became the scapegoat. 

Official prison photograph of John Warren 
taken in Kilmalnham. 

Baile na nGall village as it possibly was 
.when the Fenians landed nearby. 

William H. Seward, U.S. Secretary of State, 
who became involved in the campaign to 
free the Erin's Hope prisoners 

Captain Ricard Q'Sultivan-Burke who 
met the Erin's Hope off Sligo. 



C'avamgh then s c i l cd  o f f  i n t o  the  Br i s t o l  Channel. Wlth him o t  t h i s  s tage 
v!ci.c three of the crew and several  Fenians including the  Isader,Kerrigan. They 
cruised off Idlndls End f o r  a few'  days cad returned t o  WLne %ad on June 6 th  
where they seen t o  hcve expected ins t ruc t ions  on whzt t o  do with the  arms on 
board. Receiving no signal f ron  shore they continued westward t o  Toe Head and 
sct scil f o r  h e r i c a .  Food h2d run very low when they hailed a t rawler  on the 
(;rand l b d m  i n  Mid July and f inclly crrived i n  New Y o ~ k  on A u g u s t  1st .21 

Camagh had sa i l ed  9,000 n i l e s  i n  107 days and hcta evaded t he  B r i t i s h  Nav;. 
on more than one 0cca3i.cn. The Jacnel hcd been sighted by B r i t i s h  men-of -wax 
severa l  t ines ,bu t  as b r igmt ines  were comonly used i n  conata l  trade , 
suspicions were never moused. On oxe such occasion before the Helvic l m d i n g  
they had m a d e  prepmat ions  t o  f i g h t  i f  the Naval f r i g a t e  cnne close. P.G.RC~~? 
mentioned this i n  a l e t t e r  t o  OIDonovc.n Rossn on Augustine Cos te l lo t s  death i n  
1 9 0 9 . ~  John Devoy commented t h a t  they had proven thzt arms could be landed 
desp i te  the presence of the B r i t i s h  Navy and Capt.Cav=q$ said,"there was no 
p o i n t  of the  coaat  rt which I stopped t h c t  I could no t  have landed considerable 
quan t i t i e s  of asas hcd p r e p a r c t i o n s  been nade t o  take them fron en?3 The 
Admiralty hcd issued n. descr ipt ion of the Jcclmel on June 14th :'apparently 
obtained f ron  W i l l i a m  Briillion,oix of  the  prisoners who turned inforner.  However, 
the  Government w a s  not  too hopeful of a r r e s t i ng  Cavmagh as I' by this he h w  
m d e  his way t o  s o w  Prench p a r t  f o r  provis ions  nnd will W e  his way brck t o  
North Anericc ,perhaps f o r  more m n " ,  observcd Urcom i n  c. l e t t e r  80 Lord 
Mayo. 

Newwhile , the Anerican Penicns h d  been e a s i l y  r e c o m z e d  with t p e i r  
high boots md broad-briumed hats, Most of them hcd headed f o r  Cork but were 
picked up before evening between Ring and Yougkl. Two made it t o  Corc5-g-tohill 
and f o u r  esccped a r r e s t  al together.  One of these had changed his c l o t  
the l o c ~ l i t y .  Another vrcs one of the Downing brothers  from Sldbereen.'sA%3rcl 
had r e l a t i ons  m c d  Whelm i n  B a l l i w o u l .  He hid i n  a ditch a l l  day md was 
shel tered by them t h a t  night. He eventually mode h i s  way back t o  kmericn 
under n;ir assmed pane. 26 

A l l  the  other@ were brought t o  Dwm- t o  appear before t he  Mq$stratcs. 
One of t h e i r  number,Augmtine E.Costellog spoke on their behalf asking the 
M.ngist;ratcs under which law they w e r e  being d c t ~ i i n e d . ~ ~  Ilrhe bbg ia tmte s  hnd 
the  lhbecas Corpus Suspension Act t o  f a l l  brck on and adjourned the cnse. The 
prisoners  were sho r t l y  afterwards t r?mferred t o  Waterford Gaol where they were 
joined 5y John Warrren and Vlillim IJaglc zid the  two arres ted i n  Ccr r ig toh i l l .  
Vhen these prisoners were being rarchcc under m e d  gmrd from 7;ady Lane 
Pol ice  S t c t i on  t o  Btlllybricken Jci1 ,a  r i o t  occured i n  which one mzr was k i l l e d  
and another badly injured.  Five people vere sentenced t o  t e r n  of 
inprisonrnent f o r  t h e i r  pnr t  i n  the  r i o t  ." It could be sa id  t k t  the police 
r c x t e d  v i o l e n t l y  t o  stone-tbrovrlng , but nevertheless pro-Paninn synpathy w s  
strong i n  the  City a t  the t ine.  Cornidanythe Fenim inforner who v i s i t ed  
Waterford t o  i d e n t i f y  the  prisoners on June 10th a l s o  net with r. very hos t i l c  
recept ion and had t o  eceive an amed on his wcy from the  R&ilway 
S t a t i on  t o  the  kol. 25 

Through the  months of June trnd July the  Crown case c g n i m t  the  Helvic 
pr isoners  ws i n  courac of prepcrntion. A t  this t i n e  the  Liberels  had been 
defeated and o minority Govemnent under Lord Derby ruled. The Duke  of 
hbercom cnd Lord myor were appointed t o  I r e l m d  with Sir Thorns Lcscom as 
Under Secretary. Seauel Lee Anderson was given chmge of the  Crown case m d  
he s e e m  t o  have tcken o. pe r soml  i n t e r e s t  i n  securing convictions. It 
appears t h c t  ct one stcge he sec re t l y  entered Kilnaiman $0 persmde on$,of  
the prisoners,  W i l l i c u n  P. MiIl%ani t o  dFmlge the 3 a c h e l t s  s i p - l l i n g  sys-t;em 



T h i s  was zfteriwrris d%pd by ~ m c o m , ~ $ u ~  fillion was released on A y t  i t h .  
IIe went t c l  New Yo& Wmre be wrs stlot dead by Michael Doheney' s son. 1 

September o:ua  ad. still Anderson did not have a good witness as he prepared 
the Crown bfiefaT Tho rrisoners ~ ~ a n n k i l r t  kept up a W a r  of propagenda frm their 
ce3-18 i,ll ICrilmaridlm, Let5ers ?& n~-t;eu R e r e  smuggled out to be published in 
h e r i c a n  newspapom, being 1&2 re$ublishcd here in the lrIrishmanft . These 
ser%ot=ly aibarcrzssed the Government which which VJas then t x s n g  t o  establ ish 
good mla ;ions with Anmica. In A u g w t  Carzgressman Wood of  New York had 
compL&raed t o  Pr351C3r;t 2ormo1i of - h ~  cmtinued detention of Vlarren, an 
h e x i c a n  zjtieen, Johmon p l m e d  the l e t t e r  before the U.S. Cabinet asd 
W f l l i a a  :.: S e a a C  war ordered t o  confer -with the B r i t i s h  Ambassador on the 
matter, 3rir.ca -i;r?.zppgh--cl t . 1 ~  20rei.gn O f 3 c e  recammending Wexxenf s release. 33 
"It becomes the ques9 .m of  right i nvc'iving t h e  ki-berty of every American 
c i t i zen  Lhst s s t n  ioa3 olz t h i s  soil'', m o t =  xagle .34 Sewmd continued t o  press 
for \Vmren,Nngls and- CQS te i loe  ? s r e l u ~ s c  , Zwcom however was unwilling t o  accede 
t o  the Ameri.cmrs reql1ea-t a:- be thoug5-t I.t would be diffic-AT-% t o  hold the rank 
an4 fj.h if ",he lcslcaere w r e  released, One C i v i l  Servant in Dublin Castle 
dismi ssad S-tvwd' s repues$s e s '!YRYLkee impudence". 

Mus-l -interesting of  L l l , p r h A p s ,  was the t r ia l  of Augustine E. ( " G w l l )  

Coste l lo .  Ee -wds torn j.n K i l l i m r , C n  -Gelway ma had r mved as a LZeutenmt 
in t;'h C i v r i l  Vima, 3e n ~ d  worked ns m ac tar i~ htew York md was active in 
orgarxi-si-tg xcqzuitLnn, The Jury f~ilad ".a agree to the  charges against 
him,bwever, ail4 a r ewia lwaR ordsred,usfng the  am Witnesses wd before the 
sam iimlge K~ogh, Despite a sy i r i t ed  dcf encs by Costello,  who at one stage 
cross-quest;io:Mi the infnmcr,Cory30~, the a e c ~ n d  jury found against him a d  
he too w a s  c o n v k  bod, 37 He mq sen% t o  Portland t o  serve his sentence in the 



company of Devoy md OILeary. He seam -to have been a m a n  of  m c h  intell igence 
and i n t eg r i t y  and these qualikies may s o  have distinguisned h-im above the others 
involved that  he porssibly became something of a scape-goat f o r  the @ S i r e  
incide~t . 

The rank and f i l e  mcmbers of the p a r t y  were offered e passage t o  America 
provided they apolugised f o r  the i r  p w t  i n  the  expedition. By Fehruarry 1368 only 
8 prisoners remained in custody. Nolan and Buckley the informers 'nad been 
discharged; Smith the sailor had died in December 1867; P.J. Kain and I;aurcnce 
Doyle had contracted T.B. while i n  prison and were released; the remainder 
a p o l o g h d  and were put aboard the l i n e r  i n  Cobh. One man from Charlevllle, 
Go. Cork was allawed t o  atay at h m e  because he said he could not get  the noney 
to pay his passage. 

kc: the ~abeai Corpus Suspension Act w a s  t o  expire i n  hlarch 1868,Anderson 
hurrisdly prepared f o r  %he t r i a l  of Nagle,Yatxick ~ugent(who h ~ d  accomp~nied the 
wounded men whore) ,  m d  sb! others  who had refused t o  fipolo@sc. These cas,es 
were to be heard i n  S l igo  but a jfnry of a l i ens  could not be found f o r  Ilagle and 
Nugent's case was postponed as the judges had t o  attend Roecommon ~ s s i z e s ; ~  
They nere a l l  released short ly  afterwards . Nagle returned t o  New York arriving 
in mid June 1868, Warren too was released in May but roadned i n  1reland.39 
Only the redoubtable Costello remined i n  p  ison on. 

. !Bhe trials and subsequent publicity brou&-t; about some strange al5gnmentsr 
makin$ and r iming  =sorted reputations. In  Helvic, the two fishernen who 
simulated obtuseness i n  giving Sta te  evidence, are s t i l l  remembered with pride. 
Paid h lo r  pretended that he was deaf m d  cauldtnt understand English. Ee 
"identified" Judge Keogh as being one of those he had l a d e d  at Helvic, cal l ing 
him "fear an da r i be  ". His colleague,Brom, developed a complete loss of 
namory, and declared he had never seen any of the 2enians before. The third 
fisherman, Collins, was  more co-operative and though he lmd l i t t l e  English ,his 
evidence was helpful to the prosecution. He lives on lin l oca l  menory in the  
l i nes  : - 

'' A Dhonaill Ui Choileain na feicidh t u  Dia, 
i s  a Dhonzill Ui Choileain rls f e i c i dh  tu an ghriantf . 

Another loca l  man, ndarew Roche, haf! escorted Warren md Nagle t o  Youghal. He 
was a anall farmer in Ring . It was s a i d  that he did not have enough money to 
pay his r e n t  and on being offered R l O  he agreed t o  be a Crown witness : - 

"Dheiii ce nnr phlea3 e chun teacht ar an gcios 
Na deich bpuint e ghlacad'n is m femaibh a dhia;lft. 

Other groups and individuals emerged nora unequivocably i n  favour of the 
Fenians. Early i n  1868,for i n s twce ,  George Frmcia  Train, the ecoentsic 
American public works contractor arrived i n  Ireland to  speak on behalf of  the 
prisoners, HB was wres ted  f o r  debts i n  Wrch and glaced i n  the 3lnrshulsea. 
The Dublin Authorities referred to h l m  as a "noisy demagogue". 

-- ---* - 
TOP (across ) : Contemporary  cartoan s h o u i n g  t h e  threat w h i c h  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  

f e l t  t h e  campaigns waged by j o u r n a l i s t s  like Pigott posed t o  law and o rder .  

BOTTOM: A B r i g a n t i n e  of t h s  same kind as t h e  Jackme1 ( E r i n s  'ope) - from 

The hiip by Bjorn  Landstrom, p. 207 (New York, 1961)  





Morc u s e f u l  perhaps was t h e  c a p a i m  waged i n  the  "Irishad' by the  
jo-alist 1 ) i g o t t , 4 ~  l a t e r  t o  C E ~  n o t o r i e t y  T.S t he  w r i t e r  o f  the forgeries 
l i n k i n g  Par i ie l l  w i th  t h e  I ~ v i i i c i b l e ~ .  E a r l y  i n  1868 himself  and R.M.OISullivm 
were sentenced t o  twelve months Bbr ssdi-:;lous l i b e l  - i . e .  publ i sh ing  accounts 
of Fenian affairs i n  ~ m e r i c n . ~ ~  Bhe campaign neve r the l e s s  coi l t i l l~c\d and i n  
t h e  fo l lowing  February Yigot t  reminds h i s  r eade r s  of C o s t e l l o l s  i d e a l i s n ,  
c a l l i n g  him "every i n c h  a kin@. 42 

Presumably t h i s  t:r?e of r h e t o r i c  was a p ovrerful f o r c e  i n  moulding pub l i c  
op in ion  i n t o  demanding t h c  r e l e c s c  of C o s t e l l o  , t h e  s o l e  remaining prisoner. 
There was a l s o  cons ide r rb l e  presslure f r o x  t h e  American-based k m c s t y  
Assoc ia t ion  cnd from both Houses of Congrcss which passed a S i l l  s e t t i n g  ou t  
t h e  r i g h t s  of n a t u r a l i z e d  Americans on 27th  J u l y  1868. 43 That month t h e  
Chief S e c r e t a r y  asked f o r  t h e  f i l e  on Cos te l loe  but  no th ing  f u r t h e r  was 
done u n t i l  February lC'@ when he ins t r a n s f e r r e d  from P o r t l m d  t o  liouiitjoy and 
then  r e l eased .  

C o s t e l l o  went hoae t o  Galmy m d  got  a h c r o ' s  w l c o n e .  A f t e r  21  months 
i n  cus tody  he renairled uiibovred. ' I l L s  l ong  as I have b r e a t h  I w i l l  consp l r e  
mcl p l o t  t o  verthrol:; t h e  B r i t i s h  Government", he t o l d  a l n r g e  crowd i n  
Bnllinasloe4' .  Both :.m-rcn and himself', howevrr, dccidod t o  r e t u r n  t o  America. 
On t h e  eve of t h e i r  d e p c r t u r e , h p r i l  30th 1869, they were c s t s  of honour a t  a 
banquet i n  t he  Irnpericl  I Iotel  given by the McJor of G o r k . 8  Once they  hcd gone, 
the ep isode  cloned. 

However, i t  i s  s t i l l  rccountcd i n  histor;-  books d c a l i n g  wi th  t h e  F e n a m  
and t h e  xonunent o t  Helvic  perhaps enhancea t h e  mYth, Frorl t he  evidence 
a m i l a b l e  i t  would now appear th? , t he  o r i g i n a l  concept of t h ~  J a c u e l  - 
Xr in l  s Flopc c x p e d i t ~ o n  w c s  bascd >il m i s i n f o r m t i o n ;  t h r t  s e l e c t i o n  of Hclvic  
as a l and ing  s p o t  nas pure chance; t h a t  no t h r a c t  was posed t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
by t h c  m r i v s l  o f  t h i r t y  t ~ o  u la rned  men, and t h a t  n o t  a l l  of t he  pc r t i c ip sz? t s  
( p r o t a @ d s t s  o r  nntngcnists} acquitted thense lves  w i t h  honour. O f  euch i s  
h i s t o r y  made. 
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